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Johnson the horse-rider.
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established an acquaintance of which I had been so long ambitious.
My readers will, I trust, excuse me for being thus minutely circumstantial, when it is considered that the acquaintance of Dr. Johnson was to me a most valuable acquisition, and laid the foundation of whatever instruction and entertainment they may receive from my collections concerning the great subject of the work which they are now perusing.
I did not visit him again till Monday, June 1.3, at which time I recollect no part of his conversation, except that when I told him I had been to see Johnson ride upon three horses1, he said, 'Such a man, Sir, should be encouraged; for his performances shew the extent of the human powers in one instance, and thus tend to raise our opinion of the faculties of man. He shews what may be attained by persevering application; so that every man may hope, that by giving as much application, although perhaps he may never ride three horses at a time, or dance upon a wire, yet he may be equally expert in whatever profession he has chosen to pursue.1
He again shook me by the hand at parting, and asked me why I did not come oftcncr to him. Trusting that I was now in his good graces, I answered, that he had not given me much encouragement, and reminded him of the check I had received from him at our first interview. ' Poh, poh ! (said he, with a complacent smile,) never mind these things. Come to me as often as you can. I shall be glad to see you.'
I had learnt that his place of frequent resort was the Mitre tavern in Fleet-street, where he loved to sit up late, and I begged I might be allowed to pass an evening with him there soon, which he promised I should. A few days afterwards I met him near Temple-bar, about one o'clock in the morning, and asked if he would then go to the Mitre. ' Sir, (said he) it is too late ; they won't let us in. But I'll go with you another night with all my heart.'
horses at once.' I have a curious copper-plate 'showingjohnson standing on one, or two, and leading a third horse in full speed.' It bears the date of November 1758. See post, April 3, 1778.
A revolution
1 Horace Walpole writing on June I2i 1759 (Letters, iii. 231), says:— 'A war that reaches from Muscovy to Alsace, and from Madras to California, don't produce an article half so long as Mr, Johnson's riding three
. Ie in
